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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

relating to the licensing and regulation of speech pathologists
and audiologistsy providing penalties; and declaring an emergency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

Section 1., PURPOSE, It is the policy of this state that,
in order to safeguard the public health, safety, and welfare, and
to protect the public from being misled by incompetent,
unscrupulous, and unauthorized persons, and to protect the public
from unprofessional conduct by qualified speech pathologists and
audiologists, it i{s necessary to provide regulatory authority
over persons offering speech pathology and audiology services to
the public,

Sec. 2, DEFINITIONS, 1In this Act:

(1) "Committee" means the State Committee of Examiners for
Speech Pathology and Audiology.

(2) "Person" means an individual, corporation, partnership,
or other legal entity,

(3) (A) "Speech Pathologist" means an individual who
practices speech pathology, who evaluates, examines, counsels,
or provides habilitative or rehabilitative services for persons
who have or are suspected of having speech, voice, or language
disorders, and who meets the qualifications set forth in this
Act,

(B) A person "represents himself to be a speech pathologist"
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when he holds himself out to the public by a title or description

of services incorporating the words "speech pathology," "speech

pathologist," "speech therapy," "speech therapist," "speech

correction,® "speech correctionist," "speech and hearing therapy,"

"speech and hearing therapist," "speech and hearing specialist,"
"speech and hearing clinician," "language therapy," "language
therapist, " "voice pathology," "voice pathologist,” "voice

therapy," "voice therapist," "logopedics," "logopedist,"

"communicology,® "communicologist," "aphasiologist,"® "phoniatrist,"

"speech clinician," "speech clinic," "speech center," or similar

or related term or terms, titles, or description of services.

(4) "The practice of speech pathology" means the application

or principles, methods, and procedures for the measurement,
testing, evaluation, prediction, counseling, habilitation,
rehabilitation, or instruction related to the development and
disorders of speech, voice, or language for the purpose of
rendering or offering to render an evaluation, prevention, or
modification of these disorders and conditions in individuals or
groups of individuals.

(5) (a) "Audiologist" means a person who practices
audiology, who evaluates, examines, counsels, or provides
habilitative or rehabilitative services for persons who have or
are suspected of having a hearing disorder, and who meets the
éualifications set forth in this Act.

(b) A person "represents himself to be an audiologist"

when he holds himself out to the public by any title or description

of services incorporating the terms "audiology," "audiologist,"
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"audiometry," "audiometrist," "otometry," "otometrist," "hearing
therapy," "hearing therapist," "hearing clinician," "hearing
clinic," "hearing center," "audiological," "audiometrics," or
similar or related terms, titles, or description of services.

(6) "The practice of audiology" means the application of
principles, methods, and procedures for the measurement, testing,
appraisal, prediction, consultation, counseling, habilitation,
rehabilitation, or instruction related to hearing and disorders
of hearing for the purpose of rendering or offering to render
services modifying communicative disorders involving speech,
language, auditory function, or other aberrant behavior relating
to hearing loss.

(7) "Speech pathology aide" means a person who meets minimum
qualifications which the committee may establish for speech
pathology aides and who works under the direction of a licensed
speech pathologist. The qualifications for licensure as a speech
pathology aide shall be uniform and shall be less than those
established by this Act as necessary for licensure as a speech
pathologist,

(8) "Audiology atde" means a person who meets minimum
qualifications which the committee may establish for audiology
aldes and who works under the direction of a licensed audiologist,
The qualifications for licensure as an audiology aide shall be
uniform and shall be less than those established by this Act as
necessary for licensure as an audioclogist,

Sec, 3, ADMINISTRATION, (a) The State Committee of

Examiners for Speech Pathology and Audiology is created, The
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committee consists of nine members, appointed by the governor,

to take office on the effective date of this Act, who have been
residents of the State of Texas for two years immediately preceding
appointment. Seven members shall have been engaged in rendering
services, teaching, or research in speech pathology or auvdiology
for at least five years and shall meet the qualifications for
licensure under Section 10 of this Act, Of these seven members,
three members shall be audiologists, three members shall be speech
pathologists, and one shall be either a speech pathologist or
audiologist; and except for the initial appointees, all seven
shall hold valid licenses under this law. Two shall be public
members, one of whom is a licensed physician, board=certified in
otolaryngology, pediatrics, or neurologys the remaining public
member, an interested citizen, may not be a licensee of the
committee or of any board under this division, The members of

the committee shall serve until the expiration of the term to
which they have been appointed or until their successors are
qualified.

(b) The initial appointments shall be determined by lots
as follows: three members are appointed for a term which expires
January 31, 19773 three members are appointed for a term which
expires January 31, 1979, and three members are appointed for a
term whiéh expires January 31, 1981, After the initial
appointments members are appointed for a term of six years,
expiring on January 31 of odd-numbered years,

(¢) The committee shall organize annually and select a

chairman who, except for the initial chairman, shall hold a valid
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license under this Act, a vice=chairman, and a secretary—-treasurer,
The initial chairman shall be a person who meets the gqualifications
for licensing under thi; Act,

(d) Five members of the committee constitute a quorum to
do business,

(e) No person may be appointed to serve more than two
consecutive terms,

(£) The committee shall hold at least one regular meeting
each vear at which time an examination, as defined in Section 12
of this Act, shall be offered, Additional meetings may be held
on the call of the chairman or at the written request of any three
members of the commjittee. At lea;t 14 days of advance notice of
committee meetings is required,

Sec. 4, DUTIES AND POWERS, (a) The committee shall
administer, coordinate, and enforce the provisions of this Act,
evaluate the qualifications of applicants, and supervise the
examination of applicants, The committee may issue subpoenas,
examine witnesses, and administer caths under the state laws of
Texas3 and it shall investigate persons engaging in practices
that violate the provisions of this Act,

(b) The committee shall conduct hearings and keep records
and minutes necessary to an orderly dispatch of the administration
of this Act,

(c) The committee shall adopt reasonable rules and
regulations commensurate with the provisions of this Act, including
regulations that establish ethical standards of practice,

(d) A person who holds a license to practice speech
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patholdgy or audiology in this state is governed and controlled
by the rules and regulations adopted by the committee,

(e) The conferral or enumeration of specific powers
elsewhere in this Act does not limit the general powers conferred
by this section,

(£) The.ccmmittee shall be represented by the attorney
qeneral'and the district and county attorneys of this state,

(g) Officers and employees directly responsible for handling
money paid to the committee shall execute a performance bond as
required by the committee, The premium for the bond shall be
paid from committee funds,

(h) The committee may appoint subcommittees to work under
its jurisdiction,

Sec, 5, COMPENSATION AND PAYMENT OF EXPENSES OF COMMIT1TEE,
(a) The committee members receive no compensation for their
services, but they may receive reimbursement for actual expenses
incurred in the administration of this Act,

(b) All expenses incurred by the committee in the
administration of the provisions of this Act shall be paid by
warrants drawn on the state treasury by the comptroller when
vouchers for expenses approved by the committee are submitted to
the comptroller.

Sec., 6, EMPLOYEES OF THE COMMITTEE, The committee may
employ., and at its pleasure discharge, secretaries, attorneys,
inspectors, clerks, and any other employees deemed necessary, and
shall outline their duties and fix their compensation,

Sec, 7. SEAL AND AUTHENTICATION OF RECORDS. The committee
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shall adopt a seal by which it shall authenticate its proceedings,
Coples of the proceedings, records, and acts of the committee,

and certificates purporting to relate the facts concerning the
proceedings, rgcords. and acts, signed by the secretary and
authenticated by the seal, are prima facie evidence in all courts
of this state,

Sec, 8, LICENSING AND REGULATION OF SPEECH PATHOLQOGISTS
AND AUDIOLOGISTS. (a) Licenses shall be granted either in speech
pathology or audiology independently. A person may be licensed
in both areas if he meets the qualifications,

(b) No person may practice or represent himself as a speech
pathologist or audiologist in this state after December 31, 1975,
unless he {s licensed in accordance with the provisions of this
Act.,

Sec. 9, PERSONS AND PRACTICES NOT AFFECTED. (a) This Act
does not prevent a qualified person licensed in this state under
another law, from engaging in the profession for which he is
licensed, if he does not hold himself out to be a speech
pathologist or audiologist,

(b) This Act does not prevent or restrict the activities
and services and the use of an official title by a person holding
a valid and current certification in speech and hearing therapy
from the Texas Education Agency, if the person performs speech
pathology or audiology services solely as a part of his dutles
within an agency, institution, or organization under the
jurisdiction of the Texas Education Agency. If a person affected

by this subsection performs work as a speech pathologist or
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audiologist apart from his position within an agency, institution,
or organization of the Texas Education Agency, he must have a
license,

(c) This Act does not restrict the activities and services
of a student or intern pursuing a course of study leading to a
degree in speech pathology at a college or university accredited
by the Southern Association of Colleges and Universities or its
equivalent, provided that these activies and services constitute
a part of his supervised course of study or internship year, that
he is supervised by a person licensed under this Act, and that
he is designated by such title as "Speech Pathology Intern,"
"Speech Pathology Trainee," or other title clearly indicating the
training status appropriate to his level of training,

(d) This Act does not restrict activities and services of
@ student or intern in audiology pursuing a course of study leading
to a degree in audiology at a college or university accredited
by the Southern Association of Colleges and Universities or its
equivalent, provided that these activities and services constitute
a part of his supervised course of study or internship year, that
he i{s supervised by a person licensed under this Act, and that
he is designated by such title as "Audiology Intern," "Audiology
Trainee," or other title cleérly indicating the training status
appropriate to his level of training,

(e) This Act does not restrict the performance of speech
pathology or audiology services {in this state by a person not a
resident of this state who is not licensed under this Act i{f the

services are performed for no more than five days in a calendar
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year and if the person meets the qualifications and requirements
for application for licensure under this Act,

(£) This Act does not restrict the use of an official title
by an individual teaching in a university or college training
program, provided that the person {s not engaged in the practice
of spegch Pathology or audiology and does not supervise persons
engaged in the practice of speech pathology or audiology.

(g) This Act does not permit a person to perform an act
that would be in violation of the Medical Practice Act of Texas,
Article 4510, Revised Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925, as amended,
This Act does not permit a person to provide medical or surgical
treatment of laryngeal or ear disorders,

(h) This Act does not prevent or restrict a physician or
surgeon from engaging in the practice of medicine in this state,
This Act does not restrict hearing testing conducted by licensed
Physiclans and surgeons or by persons conducting the tests under
the direct supervision of a physician or surgeon.

(1) This Act does not apply to & person emploved by the
Texas State Department of Health in its programs concerned with
hearing or speech services, 5o long as he is performing duties
under the jurisdiction of the Texas State Department of Health,

(3) This Act does not apply to a person who shows evidence
of having received training by the Texas State Department of
Health in one of the hearing screening training programs conducted
by that agency, provided that all activities performed undér this
exception shall be limited to pure tone air conduction screening

of hearing sensitivity,
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Sec, 10, QUALIFICATIONS OF APPLICANTS FOR LICENSE, To be
eligible for licensing as a speech pathologist or audiologist,
an applicant must:

(1) be of good moral character)

(2) possess at least a master's degree from an accredited
or approved college or university;

(3) submit transcripts from one or more colleges or
universities showing that a total of 60 semester hours of academic
credit have been successfully completed and that the applicant
has obtained no less than the following:

(A) 12 semester hours in courses which provide information
that pertains to normal development and use of speech, language,
and hearing;

(B) 30 semester hours in courses that provide information
about and training in evaluation and management of speech,
language, and hearing disorders, at least 24 of which are in
courses in the professional area for which the license is
requested, and at least 6 semester hours in audiology for the‘
license in speech pathology or in speech pathology for the license
in audiology, and no more than 6 semester hours in courses that
provide credit for clinical practice obtained during academic
training;

(C) credit for study of information pertaining to related
fields that augment the work of the clinical practitioner of
speech pathology or audiologys and

(D) 30 semester hours in courses that are acceptable toward

a graduate degree by the college or university in which they are
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taken, 21 of which are within the 24 semester hours reguired in
the professional area for which the license is requested;

(4) have completed a minimum of 300 clock hours of
supervised clinical experience with individuals who present a
variety of communication disorders, and this experience must have
been obtained within his training institution or in one of its
cooperating programss;

(5) have obtained the equivalent to nine months of full=time
supervised professional experience in which bona fide clinical
work has been accomplished in the major professional area for
which the license is being sought, under the supervision of a
qualified person acceptable to the committee, and must have begun
after completien of the academic and clinical experiences required
by this section.

Sec. 11, APPLICATION FOR LICENSE, Each person desiring
a license under this Act shall make application to the committee
on a form and in the manner the committee prescribes, The
application shall be accompanied by the application fee, which
may not be refunded by the committee,

Sec, 12, EXAMINATION, (a) Each applicant shall be examined
by the committee and shall pay to the committee, at least 30 days
prior to the date of examination, an examination fee prescribed
by the committee, which is not refunded., The examination shall
be given at least twice each year at a time and place established
by and under the supervision of the committee,

(b) The committee may examine by written or oral examination

or by both, The committee shall maintain a record of all
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examination scores for at least two years after the date of
examination,

(c) Standards for acceptable performance shall be determined
by the committee,

(d) The committee may examine in whatever theoretical or
applied fields in speech pathology or audiology it deems
appropriate, It may examine the candidate with regard to his
professional skills and his judgment in the utilization of speech
pathology or audiology techniques or methods,

(e) A person who fails the examination may be examined at
a subsequent time if he pays another application and examination
fee, No applicant who has taken and failed to pass two
examinations may take the examination until he has presented
evidence to the committee of additional study in the area for
which licensure is sought,

(£) The committee may waive the examination for applicants
who!

(1) present proof of current licensure in another state,
including the District of Columbia, or territory of the United
States which majintains professional standards considered by the
committee to be equivalent to those set forth in this Act: or

(2) hold the Certificate of Clinical Competence of the
American Speech and Hearing Association in the area for which a
license i{s being sought.

Sec. 13. LICENSING UNDER SPECIAL CONDITIONS, (a) The
committee, on request, shall waive educational, professional

experience, and examination requirements for licensure in speech
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pathology for applicants who, within one year prior to the
effective date of this Act, hold a baccalaureate or graduate
degree with a rinimum of 27 credit hours of course work in speech
pathology and are engaged in the practice of speech pathology on
Proof of bona fide practice of speech pathology, presented to the
committee in the manner prescribed by the committee's regulations,
Providing they file an application for licensure within 90 days
from the date of the first meeting of the committee, For a person
licensed under this subsection, renewal will be granted only 1{f
he?

(1) has passed an examination, as described in Section {2
0f this Act, prior to the date on which the initial license is
due for renewal, or

(2) has indicated to the committee, within one year of
initial application and in a manner prescribed by the committee,
his intent to complete requirements under Section 10 of this Act
within five years from initial application,

A person licensed under this subsection must have completed
requirements under Section 10 of this Act to renew the license
Subsequent to the fifth anniversary of its issuance,

(b) The committee may wa{ve the examination and grant
licensure to an applicant who presents proof of current licensure
in another state, including the District of Columbia, or territory
of the United States which maintains professional standards
considered by the committee to be equivalent to those set forth
in this Act,

(¢) The committee may waive the examination and grant

64R1620 WTB=F 13
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licensure to an applicant who holds the Certificate of Clinical
Competence of the American Speech and Hearing Association in the
area for which a license is sought,

Sec, 14, ISSUANCE OF LICENSE, (a) The committee shall
{ssue a license to an applicant who meets the requirements of
this Act and who pays to the committee the initial license fee,

(b) A temporary certificate of registration may be applied
for by a person who fulfills the requirements of Section 10 of
this Act and who has not previously applied to take the examination
provided under Section 12 of this Act,

(c) On receiving an application provided under Subsection
(b) of this section accompanied by the application fee, the
committee shall issue a temporary certificate of registration
which entitles the applicant to practice audiology or speech
pathology for a period ending eight weeks after the conclusion
of thé next examination given after the date of issue,

Sec, 15, RENEWAL OF LICENSE, (a) Each licensed speech
pathologist or audiologist shall annually on or before January
30 pay to the committee a fee for a renewal of his license, A
30=day grace period shall be allowed after January 30, After
expiration of the grace period, the committee may renew each
license after payment of a penalty set by the committee., No
person who applies for renewal vwithin two years after the date
of expiration of the license, may be required to submit to an
examination as a condition to renewal.

(b) A person who fails to renew his license within two

years after the date of its expiration may not renew it, and it
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may not be restored, reissued, or reinstated thereafter, but that
person may apply for and obtain a new license if he meets the
requirements of this Act, .

(c) A person licensed under Subsection (aﬁo Section 13 of
this Act, may renew a'license if he passes an examination, as
provided by Section 12 of this Act within one year of the date
of initial application, or if he declares, within one year of the
initial application in a manner prescribed by the committee, his
intent to coﬁplete requirements of Section 10 of this Act within
five years of the date of initial application for licensure,
After five years from the date of initial application, a license
may be renewed only if the applicant has completed requirements
in Section 10 of this Act,

(d) Within three years of the effective date of this Act,

renewal of a license {s contingent on the applicant meeting uniform

continuing education requirements established by the committee.
Notice of continuing education requirements shall be sent to all
persons licensed under this Act at least 12 months prior to the
time that the person's license renewal is dependent on completion
of the requirements., Continuing education regquirements shall be
sent to new applicants with the forms on which they are to apply
for licensure, Notification of changes in continuing education
requirements shall be sent to persons licensed under thistct at
least one year prior to the date on which the new requirements
become effective,

(e) A suspended license is subject to expiration and may

be renewed as provided in this Act, but the renewal does not
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entitle the licensee, while the license remains suspended and
until it {s reinstated, to engage in the licensed activity, or
in any other activity or conduct i{n violation of the order or
judgment by which the license was suspended, A license revoked
on disciplinary grounds is subject to expiration as provided in
this Act, but it may not be renewed, If it is reinstated after
its expiration, the licensee, as a condition of reinstatement,
shall pay a reinstatement fee in an amount equal to the renewal
fee in effect on the last preceding regular renewal date before
the date on which it {s reinstated, plus the delinquency fee, 1if
any, accrued at the time of the license revocation,

(e) All licenses expire and become invalid one year from
the date of issuance if not renewed,

Sec, 16, FEES. The amount of fees initially prescribed
in connection with a license as a speech pathologist or audiologist
shall not exceed the following:

(1) Application fee: §50

(2) Examination fee: $25

(3) 1Initial license feet §50

(4) License reneval fee: §50

(5) Delinguency fee: $25

(6) Temporary license feet §15

(7) Duplicate license feet! §10
The committee shall adjust the amount of the fees so that the
total fees collected will ke sufficlent to meet the expenses of
administering this Act and so that unnecessary surpluses in the

fund provided for in Section 20 of this Act are avoided,
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Sec, 17, DENIAL, SUSPENSION, AND REVOCATION, (a) The
committee may refuse to issue a license to an applicant or may
suspend or revoke the license of any licensee for any of the
following causes:

(1) obtaining a license by means of fraud,
misrepresentation, or concealment of material facts;

(2) selling, bartering, or offering to sell or barter a
license or certificate of registrations

(3) unprofessional conduct that has endangered or is likely
to endanger the health, welfare, or safety of the public, as
defined by the rules established by the committee, or violation
of the code of ethics adopted and published by the committee:

(4) violating any lawful order, rule, or regulation rendered
or adopted by the committee; or

(5) violating any provisions of this Act,

(b) The committee shall deny an application for, or suspend
or revoke, or impose probationary conditions on, a license as
ordered by the committee in any decision made after hearing as
provided in this Act, One year from the date of reyocation of
a license under this Act, application may be made to the committee
for reinstatement. The committee'snall have discretion to accept
or reject an application for reinstatement and may require an
examination for the reinstatement,

(c) A plea or verdict of guilty or a conviction following
a plea of nolo contendere made to a charge of a felony or of an
offense involving moral turpitude is deemed to be a conviction

within the meaning of this Act, At the direction of the committee,
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the license may be suspended or revoked, or the committee may
decline to issue a license when the time for appeal of the
conviction has elapsed, or the judgment or conviction has been
affirmed on appeal, or when an order granting probation i{s made
suspending the imposition of sentence irrespective of a subsequent
order allowing a person to withdraw his plea of guilty, or setting
aside the verdict of guilty, or dismissing the information or
indictment,

Sec. 18, PENALTIES, (a) A person who violates any of the
Provisions of this Act is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction
may be punished by confinement in the county jail not exceeding
six months, or by a fine not exceeding $1,000, or both,

(b) If a person other than a licensed speech pathologist
or audiologist has engaged in any act or practice which constitutes
an offense under this Act, a district court of any county, on
application of the committee, may issue an injunction or other
appropriate order restraining such conduct,

Sec. 19, PROCEDURES FOR DENIAL, REVOCATION, OR SUSPENSION
OF A LICENSE., (a) A person whose application for a license is
denied is entitled to a hearing before the committee if he submits
a written request’to the committee,

(b) Proceedings for revocation or suspension of a license
shall be commenced by £iling charges with the committee in writing
and under oath, The charges may be made by any person or persons.

(c) The chairman of the committee shall fix a time and
place for a hearing and shall cause a written copy of the charges

or reason for denial of a license, together with a notice of the
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time and place fixed for the hearing, to be served on the applicant
requesting the hearing or the licensee against whom the charges
have been filed at least 20 days prior to the date set for the
hearing, Service of charges and notice of hearing may be given

by certified mail to the last known address of the licensee or
applicant,

(d) At the hearing the applicant or licensee has the right
to appear either personally or by counsel, or both, to produce
witnesses, to have subpoenas issued by the committee, and to
cross—examine opposing or adverse witnesses,

(e) The committee is not bound by strict rules of procedure
or by the laws of evidence in the conduct of the proceedings but
the determination shall be founded on sufficient legal evidence
to sustain {t,

(£) The committee shall determine the charges on their
merits and enter an order in a permanent record setting forth the
£indings of fact and law and the action taken. A copy of the
order of the committee shall be mailed to the applicant or licensee
at his last known address by certified mail.

(g) An individual whose application for a license has been
refused or whose license has been cancelled, revoked, or suspended
by the committee may take an appeal, within 20 days after the
order is entered, to any district court of Travis County or to
any district court of the county of his residence,

(h) A case reviewed under the provisions of this section
proceeds in the district court by the rule of substantial evidence,

Sec, 20, DISPOSITION OF FUNDS RECEIVED, (a) All funds
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received by the committee under this Act shall be paid to the
Secretary—treasurer of the committee, All money shall be deposited
in the state treasury in a separate fund to be known as the speech
pathology and audiology fund.

(b) All expenses for the administration of the Act shall
be paid from fees collected by the committee under this Act and
fees pajid to the speech pathology and audiology fund are allocated
to the committee for that purpose,

(c) Funds shall be appropriated to the committee for the
implementation of this Act, said funds coming from general state
funds for the first vear,

Sec. 21, REVENUE. The committee shall report to the state
comptroller at the beginning of each month the amount and source

of all revenue received by it during the preceding month pursuant

to this Act, and at the time shall pay the entire amount thereof

into the speech pathology and audiology fund,

Séc. 22, EXEMPTIONS FROM THE BASIC SCIENCE LAW, The
provisions of Chabter 95, Acts of the 51st Legislature, Regular
Session, 1949, as amended (Article 4590c, Vernon's Texas Civil
Statutes), do not apply to audiologist or speech pathologists
duly qualified and licensed under this Act who confine thelr
activity to the areas specified in this Act,

Sec, 23. EFFECTIVE DATE, This Act is effective September
1. 1975, -

Sec. 24. EMERGENCY, The importance of this legislation
and the crowded condition of the calendars in both houses create

an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the
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constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several

days in each house be suspended, and this rule {s hereby suspended,
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(EISCAL_NOIE ATIACHED)

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT
relating to the licensing and regulation of speech pathologists
and auvdiologists; providing penalties; and declaring an emergency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS!

(REEER_IQ_EIBST_PRINIING FOR QRIGINAL TEXI IHEREQE)

COMMITIIEE AMENDMENT NQ. 1
Amend H.B., No, 382 by striking all below the enacting clause

and substituting in lieu thereof the following!

Section 1., PURPOSE, It i{s the policy of this state that,
in order to safeguard the public health, safety, and welfare, and
to protect the public from unprofessional conduct by qualified
speech pathologists and audiologists, it is necessary to provide
regulatory authority over persons offering speech pathology and
audiology services to the public,

Sec, 2, DEFINITIONS. 1In this Act:

(1) "Cormittee" means the State Committee of Examiners for
Speech Pathology and Audiology,

(2) "Person" means an individual, corporatién. partnership,

or other legal entity,
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H,B, No, 382

(3) (A) "Speech Pathologist" means an individual who
practices speech pathology, who evaluates, examines, counsels,
or provides habilitative or rehabilitative services for persons
who have or are suspected of having speech, voice, or language
disorders, and who meets the qualifications set forth in this
Act.

(B) A person "represents himself to be a speech pathologist"
when he holds himself out to the public by a title or description
of services incorporating the words "speech pathology," "speech
pathologist," "speech therapy," "speech therapist," "speech
correction," "speech correctionist," "speech and hearing therapy,"
"speech and hearing therapist," "speech and hearing specialist,"
"speech and hearing clinician," "language therapy.," "language
therapist," "voice pathologyr" "voice pathologist," "voice
therapy," "voice tnerapist," "logopedics," "logopedist,"
"communicology," "communicologist," "aphasiologist," "phoniatrist,"
"speech clinician," "speech clinic," "speech center," or similar
or related term or terms, titles, or description of services,

(4) "The practice of speech pathology" means the application
of principles, methods, and procedures for the measurement,
testing, evaluation, prediction, counseling, habilitation,
rehabjlitation, or instruction related to the development and
disorders of speech, voice, or language for the purpose of
rendering or offering to render an evaluation, prevention, or
modification of these disorders and conditions in individuals or
groups of individuals, The speech pathologist may perform the
basic audiometric screening tests and hearing therapy procedures
consistent with his training,

(5) (a) "Audiologist" means a person who practices
audioclogy, who evaluates, examines, counsels, or provides
habilitative or rehabilitative services for persons who have ot
are suspected of having a hearing disorder, and who meets the

qualifications set forth in this Act.
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(b) A person "represents himself to be an audiologist"
when he holds hirmself out to the public by any title or description
of services incorporating the terms "audiology," "audiologist,"
"audiometry," "audiometrist," "otometry," "otometrist," "hearing
therapy," "hearing therapist," "hearing clinician," "hearina
clinic," "hearinag center," "audiological," "audiometrics," or
similar or related terms, titles, or description of services.

(6) "The practice of audiology" means the application of
principles, methods, and procedures for the measurement, testing,
appraisal, prediction, consultation, counseling, habilitation,
rehabilitation, or instruction related to hearing and disorders
of hearing for the purpose of rendering or offering to render
services modifying communicative disorders involving speech,
lanJquage, auditory function, or other aberrant behavior relating
to hearing loss.. An audiologist may participate in consultation
regarding noise control and hearing conservation, may prepare ear
impressions, fit hearing aids, train 1nd1viduals'1n the use of
amplification, including hearing aids, provide evaluations ot
environment or equipment, including calibration of equipment used
In testing auditory functioning and hearing conservation, and may
perform the basic speech and language screening tests and
Procedures consistent with his training,

(7) "Speech pathology aide" means a person who meets minimum
qualifications which the committee may establish for speech
pathology aides and who works under the direction of a licensed
speech pathologist, The qualifications for licensure as a speech
pathology aide shall be uniform and shall be less than those
established by this Act as necessary for licensure as a speech
pathologist.

(8) "Audiology aide" means a person who meets minimum
qualifications which the committee may establish tor audiology
aldes and who works under the direction of a licensed audiologist,

The qualifications for licensure as an audiology aide shall be
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unitorm and shall oe less than those established by this Act as
necessary for licensure as an audiologist,

Sec., 3, ADMINISTRATION, (a) The State Committee of
Examiners for Speech Pathology and Audiology is created within
the State Department of Health, The committee consists of nine
members, appointed by the governor, to take office on the effective
date of this Act, who have been residents of the State of Texas
for two vears immediately preceding appointment, Seven members
shall have been engaged in rendering services, teaching, or
research in speech pathology or audiology for at least five years
and shall meet the qualificstions for licensure under Section 10
of this Act, Of these seven members, three members shall be
audiologists, three members shall be speech pathologists, and one
shall be either a speech pathologist or audiologist; and except
for the initial aprpointees, all seven shall hold valid licenses
under tnis law, Two shall be public members, one of whom is a
licensed physician, board-certified in otolaryngology, pediatrics,
Oor neurology; the remaining public member, an interested citizen,
may not be a licensee of the committee or of any board under
this division. The members of the committee shall serve until
the expiration of the term to which they have been appointed or
until their successors are qualified,

(p) The initial appointments shall be determined by lots
as follows: three members are appointed for a term which expires
January 31, 1977; three members are éppointed for a term which
expires January 31, 1979, and three members are appointed for a
term which expires Januvary 31, 1981, After the initial
appointments members are appointed for a term 0f six years,
explring on January 31 of odd-numbered years,

(c) The committee shall organize annually and select a
chairman who, except for the initial chairman, shall hold a valid
license under this Act, a vice-=chairman, and a secretary-treasurer,

The initial chairman shall be a person who meets the qualifications
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for licensing under this Act,

(d) Five mempers of the committee constitute a guorum to
do business,

(e) No person may be appointed to serve more than two
consecutive terms.,

(£) The committee shall hold at least one reqular'meeting
each yvear at which time an examination, as defined in Section 12
of this Act, shall be offered, Additional meetings may be held
on the call of the chalrman or at the written request of any three
members of the committee, At least 14 days of advance notice of
committee meetings is required.

Sec., 4. DUTIES AND POWERS., (a) Subject to the approval
of the Commissioner of Health, the committee shall administer,
coordinate, and enforce the provisions of this Act, evaluate the
qualifications of applicants, and supervise the examination of
applicants. The committee may issue subpoenas, examine witnesses,
and administer oaths under the state laws of Texas; and it shall
investigate persons engaging in practices that violate the
provisfons of this Act,

(b) The committee shall conduct hearings and keep records
and minutes necessary to an orderly dispatch of the administration
of this Act,

(c) The committee shall adopt reasonable rules and
requlations commensurate with the provisions of this Act, including
requlations that establish ethical standards of practice.

(d) A person who holds a license to practice speech
pathology or audiology in this state is governed and controlled
by the rules and regulations adopted by the committee,

(e) The conferral or enumeration of specific powers
elsewhere in this Act does not limit the general powers conferred
by this section,

(t) The committee shall be represented by the attorney

general and the district and county attorneys of this state,

5
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(g) Officers and employees directly responsible for handling
money paid to the committee shall execute a performance bond as
requiréd by the committee, The premium for the bond shall be
pajid from committee funds.,

(h) The committee may appoint subcommittees to work under
its jurisdiction,

Sec., 5, COMPENSATION AND PAYMENT OF EXPENSES OF COMMITIEE,
(a) The committee members receive no compensation for their
services, but they may receive reimbursement for actual expenses
incurred in the administration of this Act,

(b) All expenses incurred by the committee in the
administration of the provisions ot this Act shall be paid by
warrants drawn on the state treasury by the comptroller when
vouchers for expenses approved by the committee are submittgd to
the comptroller,

Sec. 6, EMPLOYEES OF THE COMMITTEE, The State Department
of Health shall provide such administrative and clerical support
as 1s necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act,

Sec, 7., SEAL AND AUTHENTICATION OF RECORDS. The committee
shall adopt a seal by which it shall authenticate {ts proceedings,
Copies of the proceedings, records, and acts of the committee,
and certificates purporting to relate the facts concerning the
Proceedings, records, and acts, signed by the secretary and
autheﬁticated by the seal, are prima facie evidence in all courts
of this state,

Sec., 8, LICENSING AND REGULATION OF SPEECH PATHOLOGISTS
AND AUDIOLOGISTS, (a) Licenses shall be granted either in speech
pathology or audiology independently., A person may be licensed
in both areas i{f he meets the qualifications.

(b) No person may practice or represent himself as a speech
pathologist or audiologist in this state atter December 31, 1975,
unless he is licensed in accordance with the provisions of this

Act, All persons licensed'hereunder have the right to and may
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engage in private practice,

Sec, 9. PERSONS AND PRACTICES NOT AFFECTED. (a) This Act
does ‘not prevent a qualified person licensed in this state under
another law, from engaging in the profession for which he is
licensed, if he does not hold himself out to be a speech
pPathologist or audiologist,

(b) This Act does not prevent or restrict the activities
and services and the use of an official title by a person holding
a valid and current certification in speech and hearing therapy
from the Texas Education Agency, if the person performs speech
pathology or audiology services as a part of his duties within
an agency, institution, or organization under the jurisdiction
of the Texas Education Agency.

(c) This Act does not restrict the activities and services
of a student or intern pursuing a course of study leading to a
degree in speech pathology at a college or university accredited
by the Southern Association of Colleges and Universities or its
equivalent, provided that these activities and services constitute
@ part of his supervised course of study or internship year, that
he s superviséd by a person licensed under this Act, and that
he is designated by such title as "Speech Pathology Intern,"
"Speech Pathology Trainee," or other title clearly indicating the
training status aprropriate to his level of training.

(d) This Act does not restrict activities and services of
a student or intern in audiology pursuing a course of study leading
to a degree in audiology at a college or university accredited
by the Southern Association of Colleges and Universities or its
equivalent, provided that these activities and services constitute
a part of his supervised course of study or internship yvear, that
he is supervised by & person licensed under this Act, and that
he is designated by such title as "Audiology Intern," "Audiology
Trainee," or other title élearly indicating the training status

appropriate to his level of training,
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(e) This Act does not restrict the performance of speech
pathology or audiology services in this state by a person not a
resident of this state who is not licensed under this Act if the
services are performed for no more than five days in a calendar
vyear and {f the person meets the qualifications and requirements
for application for licensure under this Act,

(£} This Act does not restrict the use of an official title
by an individual teaching in a university or college training
program, provided that the person is not engaged in the practice
of speech pathology or audiology and does not supervise persons
engaged in the practice of speech pathology or audiology.,

(g) This Act does not permit a person to perform an act
that would be in violation of the Medical Practice Act of Texas,
Article 4510, Revised Civil Statutes of Texas. 1925, as amended,
This Act does not permit a person to provide medical or surgical
diagnosis or treatment of laryngeal or ear disorders,

(h) This Act does not prevent or restrict a physiciah or
surgeon from engaging in the practice of medicine in this state,
This Act does not restrict speech or hearing testing or evaluation
conducted by licensed physicians and surgeons or by persons
conducting the tests under the direct supervision of and in the
office of a physician or surgeon,

(1) This Act does not apply to a person employed by the
féxas State Department of Health in its programs concerned with
hearing or speech services, so long as he is performing duties
under the jurisdiction of the Texas State Department of Health,

(J) This Act does not apply to a person who shows evidence
of having received training by the Texas State Department of
Health in one of the hearing screening training programs conducted
by that agency, provided that all activities performed under this
exception shall be limited to screening of hearing sensitivity.

(k) This Act does not license a person to sell hearing

alds, as defined in Chapter 366, Acts of the 61st Legislature,
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1969, as amended (Article 4566, Vernon's Annotated Civil Statutes
of Texas) unless the person has been issued a license to engage
in the selling of hearing aids by the Texas Board of Examiners
in the Fitting and Dispensing of Hearing Alds.,

(1) This Act does not prevent or restrict a person licensed
by the Texas Board of Examiners in the Fitting and Dispensing of
Hearing Aids, from engaging in the practice of fitting and
dispensing hearing aids, as defined in Chapter 366, Acts of the
61st Legislature, 1969, as amended (Article 4566, Vernon's
Annotated Civil Statutes of Texas),

Sec., 10. QUALIFICATIONS OF APPLICANTS FOR LICENSE,

(a) To be eligible for licensing as a speech pathologist
or audiologist, an applicant must:

(1) be of good moral character;

(2) possess at least a master's degree from an accredited
or approved college or university;

(3) submit transcripts from one or more colleges or
universities showing that a total of 60 semester hours of academic
creait have been successfully completed and that the applicant
has obtained no less than the following:

(A) 12 semester hours in courses which provide information
that pertains to normal development and use of speech, language,
and hearing:;

(B)Y 30 semester hours in courses that provide information
about and training in evaluation and management of speech,
language, and hearing disorders, at least 24 of which are in
courses in the professional area for which the license is
requested, and at least 6 semester hours in audiology for the
license in speech pathology or in speech pathology for the license
in audiology, and no more than 6 semesier hours in courses that
provide credit for clinical practice obtained during academic
training;

(C) credit for study of information pertaining to related
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fields that augment the work of the clinical practitioner of
speech pathology or audiology sufficient to bring the applicantis
total credit up to 60 hours and

(D) 30 semester hours in courses that are acceptable toward
a graduate degree by the college or university in which they are
taken, 21 of which are within the 24 semester hours required in
the professional area for which the license i{s requested or within
the six semester hours required in the other professional area
regulated by this Act;

(4) have completed a minimum of 300 clock hours of
supervised clinical experience with individuals who present a
variety of communication disorders, and this experience must have
been obtained within his training institution or in one of its
cooperating programs;

(5) have obtained the equivalent to nine months of full=time
supervised professional experience in which bona fide clinical
work has been accomplished in the major professional area for
which the license is being sought, under the supervision of a
aualified person acceptable to the committee, and must have begun
atter completion of the academic and clinical experiences required
by this section,

(b) The committee may make reasonable changes in the
qualifications required for applicants, A change made by the
committee pursuant to the authority of this subsection is not
effective until it has been published by the committee as a
proposed change for at least two years,

Sec, 11. APPLICATION FOR LICENSE, Each person desiring
a license under this Act shall make application to the committee
on a form and in the manner the committee prescribes, The
application shall be accompanied by the application fee, which
maybnot be refunded by the committee,

Sec, 12, EXAMINATION, (a) Each applicant shall be examined

by the committee and shall pay to the committee, at least 30 days

10
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prior to the date of examination, an examination fee prescribed
by the comrittee, which is not refunded. The examination shall
be given at least twice each vear at a time and place established
by and under the supervision of the committee,

(b) The committee may examine by written or oral examination
or by both, The committee shall maintain a record of all
examination scores for at least two years after the date of
examination.,

(c) Standards for acceptable performance shall be determined
by the committee,

(d) The committee may examine in whatever theoretical or
arplied fields in speech pathology or &audiology it deems
appropriate. It may examine the candidate with regard to his
professional skills and his Jjudgment in the utilization of speech
pathology or audiology techniques or methods.,

(e) A person who fails the examination may be examined at
A subsequent time if he pays another application and examination
fee, No applicant who has taken and failed to pass two
examinations may take the examipation until that person has
presented evidence to the committee of additional study in the
area for which licensure is sought,

(£) The committee may waive the examination for applicants
who't

(1) present proof of current licensure in another state.
including the District of Columbia, or territory of the United
States which maintains professional standards considered by the
committee to be equivalent to those set forth in this Act; or

(2) hold the Certificate of Clinical Competence of the
American Speech and Hearing Association in the area for which a
license is being sought,

Sec, 13, LICENSING UNDER SPECIAL CONDITIONS, (a) The
committee, on request, shall waive educational, professional

experience, and examination requirements for licensure in speech

i1
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pathology for applicants who hold a baccalaureate or graduate
degree, are fully certified by the Texas Education Agency in
speech and hearing therapy or in the judgment of the committee
have met equivalent requirements, and within one year prior to
the effective date of this Act were engaged in the pract{ce of
speech pathology on proof of bona fide practice of speech
pathology, presented to the committee in the manner prescribed
by the committee's regulations, providing they file an application
for licensure within 90 days from the effective date of this Act.
Such licenses shall be renewed in the same manner as licenses
granted under other provisions of this Act,

(b) The committee, on request, shall waive educational,
professional experience, and examination requirements for licensure
in audiology for applicants who, on the effective date of this
Rct, hold a baccalaureate or graduate degree and have successfully
completed 21 credit hours of course work in audiology, and are
engaged in the practice of audiology on proof ot bona fide practice
of audiology presented to the committee in the manner prescribed
by the committee's regulations, providing they file an application
for licensure within 90 days from the effective date of this Act,

(c) The committee may waive the examination and grant
licensure to an applicant who presents proof of current licensure
in another state, including the District of Columbia, or territory
of the United States which maintains professional standards
considered by the committee to be equivalent to those set forth
in this Act.

(d) The committee may waive the examination and grant
licensure to an applicant who holds the Certificate of Clinical
Competence of the American Speech and Hearing Association or has
met equivalent requirements in the area for which a license is
sought. ‘

Sec, 14, ISSUANCE OF LICENSE, (a) The commitfee shall

Issue a license to an applicant who meets the reguirements of

12
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this Act and who pays to the committee the initial license fee,

(b) A temporary certificate of registration may be applied
for by a person who fulfllls the requirements of Section 10 of
this Act and who has not previously applied to take the examination
provided under Section 12 of this Act.

(c) On receiving an application provided under Subsection
(b) of this section accompanied by the application fee, the
committee shall issue a temporary certificate of registration
which entitles the applicant to practice audiology or speech
pathology for @ period ending eight weeks after the conclusion
of the next examination given after the date of issue,

Sec. 15, RENEWAL OF LICENSE, (a) Each licensed speech
pathologist or audiologist shall annually on or before January
30 pay to the committee a fee for a renewal of his license, A
30-day grace period shall be allowed after Janvary 30, After
expiration of the grace period, the committee may renew each
license after payment of a penalty set by the committee, No
person who applies for renewal within two years after the date
of expiration of the license, may be reguired to submit to an
examination as a condition to renewal,

(b) A person who fails to renew his license within two
vears after the date of its expiration may not renew {t, and it
may not be restored, reissued, or reinstated thereafter, but that
person may apply for and obtain a new license if he meets the
requirements of this Act,

(c¢) Within three years of the effective date of this Act,
renewal of a license is contingent on the applicant meeting uniform
continuing education requirements established by the committee,
These continuing education requirements must be of such a nature
that they can be met without necessitating an extended absence
from the licensee's county of residence, Notice of continuing
education requirements shall be sent to all persons licensed under

this Act at least 12 months prior to the time that the person's
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license renewal is dependent on completion of the requirements,
Continuing education requirements shall be sent to new applicants
with the forms on which they are to apply for licensure,
Notification of changes in continuing education requirements shall
be sent to persons licensed under this Act at least one year prior
to the date on which the new requirements become effective,

(d) A suspended license is subject to explration and may
be renewed as provided in this Act, but the renewal does not
entitle the licensee, while the license remains suspended and
until {t is reinstated, to engage in the licensed activity, or
in any other activity of conduct in violation of the order or
judgment by which the license was suspended, A license revoked
on disciplinary grounds is subject to expiration as provided in
this Act, but it may not be renewed, If it Is reinstated after
its expiration, the licensee, as a condition of reinstatement,
shall pay a reinstatement fee in an amount equal to the renewal
fee Iin effect on the last preceding regular renewal date before
the date on which it is reinstated, plus the delinquency fee, {f
any, accrued at the time of the license revocation,

(e) All licenses expire and become invalid one year fronm
the date of issuance {f not renewed,

Sec., 16, FEES., The amount of fees initially prescribed
in connection with a license as a speech pathologist or audiologist
shall not exceed the following:

(1) Application fee: $50

(2) Examination fee! §25

(3) 1Initial license fee: §50

(4) License renewal fee: §50

(5) Delinquency fee: 625

(6) Temporary license feei 515

(7) Duplicate license fee: §10
The committee shall adjust the amount of the fees so that the

total fees collected will be sufficlent to meet the expenses of
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administering this Act and so that unnecessary surpluses in the
fund provided for in Section 20 of this Act are avoided,

Sec, 17. DENIAL, SUSPENSION, AND REVOCATION., (a) The
committee may refuse to issue a license to an applicant or may
suspend or revoke the license of any licensee for any of the
following causes:

(1) obtaining a license by means of fraud,
misrepresentation, or concealment of material facts;

(2) selling, bartering, or offering to sell or barter a
license or certificate of registration:

(3) unprofessional conduct that has endangered or is likely
to endanger the health, welfare, or safety of the public, as
defined by the rules established by the committee, or violation
of the code of ethics adopted and published by the committee;

(4) violating any lawful order, rule, or regulation rendered
or adopted by the committee; or

(5) violating any provisions of this Act,

(b} The committee shall deny an application for, or suspend
or revoke, or impose probationary conditions on, a license as
ordered by the committee in any decision made after hearing as
provided in this Act. One year from the date of revocation of
a license under this Act, application may be made to the committee
for reinststement, The committee shall have discretion to accept
or reject an application for reinstatement and may require an
examination for the reinstatement,

(c) A plea or verdict of gullty or a conviction following
a plea of nolo contendere made to a charge of a felony or of an
offense involving moral turpitude is deemed to be a conviction
within the meaning of this Act, At the direction of the committee,
the license may be suspended or revoked, or the committee may
decline to issue a license when the time for appeal of the
conviction has elapsed, or the judgment or conviction has been

affirmed on appeal, or when an order granting probation is made
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suspending the imposition of sentence {rrespective of a subsequent
order allowing a person to withdraw his plea of quilty, or setting
aside the verdict of quilty, or dismissing the information or
indictment,

Sec, 18, PENALTIES, (a) A person who violates any of the
provisions of this Act is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction
may be punished by confinement in the county jail not exceeding
six months, or by @ fine not exceeding $1,000, or both,

(b) If a person other than a licensed speech pathologist‘
or audiologist has engaged in any act or practice which constitutes
an offense under this Act, a district court of any county, on
application of the committee, may issue an injunction or other
appropriate order restraining such conduct,

Sec., 19, PROCEDURES FOR DENIAL, REVOCATION, OR SUSPENSION
OF A LICENSE, (a) A person whose application for a license {s
denied Is entitled to a hearing before the committee if he submits
a written request to the committee,

(b) Proceedings for revocation or suspension of a license
shall be commenced by £iling charges with the committee in writing
and under oath, The charges may be made by any person or persons,

(¢) The chairman of the committee shall fix a time and
place for a hearing and shall cause a written copy of the charges
or reason for denial of a license, together with a notice of the
time and place fixed for the hearing, to be served on the applicant
requesting the hearing for the licensee against whom the charges
have been filed at least 20 days prior to the date set for the
hearing., Service of charges and notice of hearing may be given
by certified mail to the last known address of the licensee or
applicant,

(d) At the hearing the applicant or licensee has the rignht
to appear either personally or by counsel, or both, to produce
witnesses, to have subpoenas issued by the committee, and to

cross—examine opposing or adverse witnesses,

i6




10
i1
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
2P
27
28
29
30
31
32

33

H,B. No., 382

(e) The committee is not bound by strict rules of procedure
or by the laws of evidence in the conduct of the proceedings but
the determination shall be founded on sufficient legal evidence
to sustain it.

(£) The committee shall determine the charges on their
merits and enter an order in a permanent record setting forth the
findings of fact and law and the action taken, A copy of the
order 0f the committee shall be mailed to the applicant or licensee
at his last known address by certified mail.

(9) An individual whose application for a license has been
refused or whose license has been cancelled, revoked, or suspended
by the committee may take an appeal, within 20 days after the
order is entered, to any district court ot Travis County or to
any district court of the county of his residence,

(h) A case reviewed under the provisions of this section
proceeds in the district court by trial de novo in the same manner
as an appeal to the county court from the justice of the peace
court.

(1) 1In all appeals prosecuted in any of the courts of this
state pursuant to the provisions of this Act, such trials shall
be de novo as that term is used and understood in appeals from
justice of the peace courts to county courts. When such an appesl
is f£iled and the court thereby acquires jurisdiction, all
administrative or executive action taken prior thereto shall be
null and void and of no force and effect, and the rights of the
parties thereto shall be determined by the court upon a trial of
the matters in controversy under rules governing the trial of
other civil suits in the same manner and to the same extent as
though the matter had been committed to the courts in the first
fnstance and there had been no intervening administrative or
executive action or decision., Under no circumstances shall the
substantial evidence rule as interpreted and applled by the courts

of Texas in other cases ever be used or applied to appeals
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prosecuted under the provisions of this Act.

Sec, 20, DISPOSITION OF FUNDS RECEIVED., (a) All funds
received by the committee under this Act shall be paid to the
secretary-treasurer of the committee, All money shall be deposited
{n the state treasury in a separate fund to be known as the speech
pathology and audiology fund,

(b) All expenses for the administration of the Act shall
be paid from fees collected by the committee under this Act and
fees pald to the speech pathology and audiology fund are allocated
to the committee for that purpose.

(c) Funds shall be appropriated to the committee for the
{mplementation of this Act, said funds coming from general state
funds for the flrst year.

Sec, 21, REVENUE, The committee shall report to the state
comptroller at the beginning of each month the amount and source
of all revenue received by it during the preceding month, and at
that time shall pay the entire amount thereof into the speech
pathology and audiolocgy fund,

Sec, 22. EXEMPTIONS FROM THE BASIC SCIENCE LAW, The
provisions of Chapter 95, Acts of the Sist Leglslature, Regular
Session, 1949, as amended (Article 4590c, Vernon's Texas Civil
Statutes), do not apply to audiologists or speech pathologists
duly qualified and licensed under this Act who confine thelir
activity to the areas specified in this Act,

sec, 23. EFFECTIVE DATE, This Act is effective September
1, 1975,

Sec, 24, EMERGENCY, The importance of this legislation
and tne crowded condition of the calendars in both houses create
an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several
days in each house be suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended.

L. DeWitt Hele

18




H.B. No, 382
COMMIIIEE RERQRI

COMMITTEE ROOM
Austin, Texas, April 28, 1975
Hon, Bill Clayton, Speaker of the House of Representatives
Sir: We, your Committee on State Affajirs, to whom was
referred H.B. No. 382, have had the same under conslideration and
beg to report back with the recommendation that it do pass and
be not printed, A committee substitute is recommended in lieu
of the original measure, The measure was reported from committee
by the following record votet 9 yeas, 5 nays, 0 present not
voting, 3 absent, This measure proposes new 1aw..

D. R, Uher, Chalirman
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HB 3%2 BY: Johnscn, et al.

STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

BILL ANALYSIS

Background Information:

This is new legislation relating to the licensing and regulation of
speech pathologists and audiologists.

What the Bill Proposes to do:

This bill establishes a committee to oversee speech pathologists and
audiologists. :

Section by Secction Analysis:

Section 1: The purpose of this bill is to provide a regulatory authority
Sver persons offering speech pathology and audiology services to the
public in order to protect the public from incompetent, unauthorirved, or
unscrupulous persons and from unprofessional conduct.

Secti>n 2: Definitions

Sectizn 3: This section creates a State Committee of Examiners ror
Speech pPothology and Audionlogy, consisting of nine members to be appointed

by the governor: three members shall be audiclogists; three speech
pathologists; one either a speech pathologist or audiologist; and twe
shall be public members, one of whom is a licensed physician.

Section i The committee shall administer, coordinate, and enforce the

provisions oFf this Act, evaluate the gualifications of applicants,

supervise the examination of applicants, and investigate persons engaging

in practices that violate the provisions of this Act subject to the approval
of the Commission of Health. A

Section 5: The committec members shall receive no compensation Ifor their
scrviccs, but shall be reimbursed for actual expenses incurred in the

adninictration oi this Act.

§octivn : The State Department of Health shall provide necessary admin-
istrative and clerical support.

Section 7+ The committee shall adopt a seal by which it shall authen-
ticate its proceedings.

Section 8: Licenses shall be granted in either speech pathology or
zudiology. A perscn may be licensed in both areas. Unlicensed persons
shall be forbidden to practice or represent themselves as speech
pathologists or audiologists. Licensed persons may engage in private practice

Section 9: This Act does not affect persons operating under any other
Ticense granted by this state. Other persons not restricted by this

Act include: persons operating under the jurisdiction of the Texas
Educaticn Agency, students and interns pursuing an accredited and
supervised course of study, college or university teachers, and physicians.

Section 10: This section establishes qualifications required of
applicants for lilcenses.
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Seertlion 11: Persons desiring a license must apply to the committee.

A non-retundable application fee must accompany the application.

Sceti~n 12 The c:mmittee shall examine applicants. Examinations shall
Ue iven at least twlce cach year. The committee shall determine the
farm o0 the examination and acceptable levels of performance.

Se~tion 13: The comnittee may waive educational, professional experience,
ari oxaanation requirements for certain applicants who are already
engaged in the practice of speech pathology.

Sectisn 1%: The committee shall issue a license to any applicant who
moots tho requiremoents of this Act. The committee may also issue
temporary certificates of registration.

Sccti~n 15: Each persasn licensed under this Act shall annually renew
his liccnse by vaying a renewal fee. A person who fails to renew his
license within tw— years after the date of its explration may not

renew it. Renewal of a license 1s contingent on the licensee meeting
uniform continuing educaticsn requirements established by the committee.

Secti~n 16: This scction limits the amounts of fees which may be required.
The comnittee shall adjust the amount of the fees so that the total fees
collected will be sufficient to meet the expense of administering this Act.

Section 17: This secticn lists reasons for which the committee may refuse
to issuc a license or may suspend or revoke a license.

Sectisn 18: This section provides criminal penalties for violators of
This AcL. A district ccurt may issue orders restraining the conduct of
persons violating this Act.

Section 19: This secitisn prescribes the procedures for denial, revocaticn,
and suspensicn 2T a licensc. All appeals shall be trial de novo.

Serticn 20: Funds received by the committee shall be deposited in a
scparate fund in the state treasury. Expenses for the administration
of this Act shall be paid from the fees collected by the committee
under this Act.

Section 21: The committec shall make monthly reports to the state

comptrolier.

Sectisn 22: The provisions of the Basic Science Law do not apply to
audiolorists or speech pathologists licensed under this Act.

Scctizn 23: This Act is effective September 1, 1975.

Sectin~n 2/t Thig section declares an Energency.

Summary of Committee Action:

The.Committee‘posted no?ice in accordance with Rule VIII, Section 13,
and considered H.B. No. 382 in a public hearing on February 19, 1975.

. The measure was referred to subcommittee and reported back favorably
with amendments on April 23, 1975.

The Committee voted, on April 25, 1975, by a record vote of 9 yeas
and 5 nays, to report the measure back to tﬂe House favorably with Y
amendments.




LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

. Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE

February 17, 1975

Honorable D. R. "Tom" Uher, Chairman
Committee on State Affairs

House of Representatives

Austin, Texas

Sir:

In Re: House Bill No. 382
By: Johnson

In response to your request and pursuant to House Rule VIII, Section 27,
this office finds the fiscal implications of House Bi1l No. 382 (relating
to the licensing and regulation of speech pathologists and audiologists)
to be as follows:

1.

The bill makes no appropriation but authorizes Legislative
appropriations to implement the provisions of the bill.

The bill would create a State Committee of Speech Pathology
and Audiology and the Speech Pathology and Audiology Fund
in the State Treasury. The bill would authorize the appro-
priation of the first year's costs from the General Fund;
costs for subsequent years would be appropriated from the
revenues flowing into the Speech Pathology and Audiology
Fund, which would come from fees set by the State Committee
not to exceed the following amounts:

Application $50 Renewal $50
Examination 25 Delinquency 25
License 50 Duplicate 25

A minimum of 2,000 persons may be licensed under this Act.

The probable cost of implementing the provisions of the bill
during each of the first five years following passage 1is
estimated as follows:

Fiscal
Year
1976 $69,490
1977 72,652
1978 75,000
1979 75,000
1980 75,000

Similar annual costs and revenues would continue as long as
the provisions of the bill are in effect.

~tan el

Thomas M. Keel
Director
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COMMITTEE REPORT

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SIR: 7
We, your COMMITTEE ON 6 to whom was referred #6 2 XQ.
S B

THE HONORABLE BILL CLAYTON Date h//ﬁglé(
[ 17

. (measure)
have had the same under consideration and beg to report back with the recommendation that it
(- ) do—pass—witheut-amendrmient.
( ) do—pass—with—amendmant(s).
( ,/) do pass and be not printed; a committee substitute is recommended in lieu of the original measure.
Tl itfee reco i dar.

This measure ( /) proposes new law.
{ . ) -amemdyeXitting law.

Mouse-Sponsor-of-Senate-Measure:

The measure was reported from Committee by the following Record Vote:

C\) ayes

0 5 / ﬁ
present, not voting

absent Chairman

Return with Original Measure




HB 382 BY: Johnson, et al.

STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
BILL ANALYSIS

Background Information:

This is new legislation relating to the licensing and regulation of
speech pathologists and audiologists.

What the Bill Proposes to do:

This bill establishes a committee to oversee speech pathologists and
audiologists.

Section by Section Analysis:

Section 1: The purpose of this bill is to provide a regulatory authority
over persons offering speech pathology and audiology services to the
public in order to protect the public from incompetent, unauthorized, or
unscrupulous persons and from unprofessional conduct.

Section 2: Definitions

Section 3: This section creates a State Committee of Examiners for
Speech Pathology and Audiology, consisting of nine members to be appointed
by the governor: three members shall be audiologists; three speech
pathologists; one either a speech pathologist or audiologist; and two
shall be public members, one of whom 1s a licensed physician.

Section 4: The committee shall administer, coordinate, and enforce the

provisions of this Act, evaluate the qualifications of applicants,

superv1se the examination of applicants, and investigate persons engaging

in practices that violate the provisions of this Act subject to the approval
of the Commission of Health. *

Section 5: The committee members shall recelve no compensation for their

services, but shall be reimbursed for actual expenses incurred in the

administration of this Act.

Section 6: The State Department of Health shall provide necessary admin-
istrative and clérical support.

Section 7: The committee shall adopt a seal by which it shall authen-
ticate 1its proceedings.

Section 8: ILicenses shall be granted in either speech pathology or
audiology. A person may be licensed in both areas. Unlicensed persons
shall be forbidden to practice or represent themselves as speech
pathologists or audiologists. Licensed persons may engage in private practice.

Section 9: This Act does not affect persons operating under any other
license granted by this state. Other persons not restricted by this

Act include: persons operating under the Jjurisdiction of the Texas
Education Agency, students and interns pursuing an accredited and
supervised course of study, college or university teachers, and physicians.

Section 10: This section establishes qualifications required of
applicants for licenses.
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Section 1l: Persons desiring a license must apply to the committee.
A non-refundable application fee must accompany the application.

Section 12: The committee shall examine applicants. Examinations shall
be given at least twice each year. The committee shall determine the
form of the examination and acceptable levels of performance.

Section 13: The committee may walve educational, professional experience,
and examination requirements for certain applicants who are already
engaged in the practice of speech pathology.

Section 14: The committee shall issue a license to any applicant who
meets the requirements of this Act. The committee may also issue
temporary certificates of registration.

Section 15: Each person licensed under this Act shall annually renew
his license by paying a renewal fee. A person who fails to renew his
license within two years after the date of its expiration may not

renew it. Renewal of a license is contingent on the licensee meeting
uniform continuing education requirements established by the committee.

Section 16: This section limits the amounts of fees which may be required.
The committee shall adjust the amount of the fees so that the total fees
collected will be sufficient to meet the expense of administering this Act.

Section 17: This section lists reasons for which the committee may refuse
to issue a license or may suspend or revoke a license.

Section 18: This section provides criminal penalties for violators of
this Act. A district court may issue orders restraining the conduct of
persons violating this Act.

Section 19: This section prescribes the procedures for denial, revocaticn,
and suspension of a license. All appeals shall be trial de novo.

Section 20: Funds received by the committee shall be deposited in a
separate fund in the state treasury. Expenses for the administration
of this Act shall be paid from the fees collected by the committee
under this Act.

Section 21: The committee shall make monthly reports to the state
comptroller.

Section 22: The provisions of the Basic Science Law do not apply to
audiologists or speech pathologists licensed under this Act.

Section 23: This Act is effective September 1, 1975.

Section 24: This section declares an Emergency.




Summary of Committee Action:

The Committee ted notice in accordance with Rule VIII, Section 13, and
considered : No. 3/8& ina (B public hea.rmg

g:pnaﬂ/meeting
on N i]&u/@bu/\ /9 , 1975.

The measure was refe to s.ibcomnlttee and reported back favorably ( With )

amendments on ;l 3» ,
/
The Comnittee voted, on W 2( , 1975,

by a record vote of 0} ayes and 5~ nays, to report

the measure back to the House favorably ( With ) apendments.
vethaut
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas
FISCAL NOTE

February 17, 1975

Honorable D. R. "Tom" Uher, Chairman
Committee on State Affairs

House of Representatives

Austin, Texas

In Re: House Bill No. 382
By: Johnson

Sir:

In response to your request and pursuant to House Rule VIII, Section 27,
this office finds the fiscal implications of House Bill No. 382 (relating
to the licensing and regulation of speech pathologists and audiologists)

to be as follows:

1. The bill makes no appropriation but authorizes Legislative
appropriations to implement the provisions of the bill.

2. The bill would create a State Committee of Speech Pathology
and Audiology and the Speech Pathology and Audiology Fund
in the State Treasury. The bill would authorize the appro-
priation of the first year's costs from the General Fund;
costs for subsequent years would be appropriated from the
revenues flowing into the Speech Pathology and Audiology
Fund, which would come from fees set by the State Committee
not to exceed the following amounts:

Application $50 Renewal $50
Examination 25 Delinquency 25
License 50 Duplicate 25

A minimum of 2,000 persons may be licensed under this Act.

3. The probable cost of implementing the provisions of the bill
during each of the first five years following passage is
estimated as follows:

Fiscal

Year

1976 $69,490
1977 72,652
1978 75,000
1979 75,000
1980 75,000

4. Similar annual costs and revenues would continue as long as
the provisions of the bill are in effect.

~ttan el

Thomas M. Keel
Director
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/
COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. } BY: M

Amend H. B. No. 382 by striking all below the enacting

clause and substituting in lieu thereof the following:

Section 1. PURPOSE. It is the policy of this state t.g{,
in order to safeguard the public health, safety, and welfaré, and

to protect the public from unprofessional conduct by qualified

‘speech pathologists and audiologists, it is necessary to provide

regulatory authority over persons offering speech pathology ani
audioleogy services to the public.

Sec. 2. DEFINITIOHS. In this Act“

(1) "Comnlttce" meanC the State Committee of annlnn*o for

Speech Pathology -and Audiology.

(2) "Person" means an individual, corporation partnershi o
. - L ,

or other legal eptity.
(3) (A) "Speech.Pathologist" means an individual who

practices pooch pathelogy, who evaluates, examines, counsels, or

have or are suspected of hav1ng speech voice, or ldnguage'
olsorders, and.who meets the quallflcatlons set forth in this Act.
{(B) A person "represents hlmsclf to be a speech

pathologzst" when he holds himself cut to the public by a title
or description of services incorporating the words "speech
pathology,"” "speech pathologist," "speech therapy," “"speech
therapist," specch corrcction," "specech correctionist," “"spcech
and hecaring therapy," "svecech and hearing therapist,” "spcech and
hearing specialist,"” "speech and hcaring clinician," "language

"

therapy," "language therapist,® "voice pathology," “voice

b,
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pathologist," "voice therapy," "voice therapist,"™ "logopedics, ™
"logopedist, " hcommunicology," "eommunicologist," "aphasiologist,"a
"phoniatrist," "speech clinician," "speech clinic," "speech

center,” or similar or related term or terms, titles, or

(4) "The practice_qf speech patholog?? neans the
applicatien of'principles, metheds, and procedufes for the
measurement, testing, evaluation, prediction, counoeljng,
habllltatlon, rehabllltatlon, or instruction related to the
development and dlsorders of spcech v01cc, or language for Lhe

puroose of renderlng or offerlng to render an evaluatlon,

oreventlon, or modlflcatlon of these dlsorder° and condltlon in

Jnd1vwduals or groups of 1nd1v1duals - The speech pathologist may

LIS TR AT, o

perform the ba51c au01ometr1c screenlng tests and hcarlng therao,
procedures c0n51stent w1th his Lralnlng. |
. (5) (a) "Audlologist" means a person»whodprdctices

audiology, who evaluates, examines, counsels, or provides
habilitative or rehabilitative services for personv who have or
are suspected of having a hearing- dlsorder, and who meets the.
qualifications set forth in this Act. )
(b) A person "represents himéelf to be an audiologist"

when he holds himself out to the public by any title or

dc scription of services incorporating the terms "audiology, "
P Y

"audiologist," "audiometry, " "audiometrist," "otometry,"”
"otometrist," "hearing therapy," "hecaring therapist," "hearing
clinician," “hearing clinic,® "hearing center," "audiological,

"audiometrics," or similar or rclatod terms, titles, or

2
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description of services.
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(6) "The practice of audiology" means the application of -
principoles, methods, and procedures for the measurement).testing,
appraisal, prediction, consultation, counseling, habilitation,

rehabilitation, or instruction related to hearing and disorders of

;hearing for the purpose of rendering or offering to render services

modifying communlcatlve disorders 1nvolv1ng soeech language,

auditory function, or other aberrant behavior relatlng to hearlng

.loss. An audlologlst may part1c1pate in consultation regardlng

n01se control and hearlng conservatlon, may prepare ear

- impressions, f1t hearlng aids, traln 1nd1v1duals in the use of

ampllflcatlon, 1nclud1ng hearing alds, provide evaluatlons of
environment or equ1pment, 1nc1ud1ng callbratlon of cgulpmcnt used
in testing auditbry functlonlng and hearlng conservatlon, and nay
perform the basic speech and language screening tests and.
procedures con51stent with his Lralnlng.

(7) "Speech pathology aide™" means a person who meets

minimum‘qual;flcatlons which the committee may establish for speecg

pathology aides and who.works under the direction of_a-licensed
speech pathologist. The qualifications for licensure as a epeech
pathology aide shall be uniform and shall be less than those
established by this Act as necessary for licensure as a speech
pathologist. |

(8) "Audiology aide" means a person who meets minimum
qualifications which the committee may establish for audiology
aides and who works under the direction of a licensed aodiologist.

The qualifications for licensure as an audiology aide shall be

3
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uniform and shall be less than those established-by this Act as
necessary for licensure as an audiologist.

Sec. 3. ADMINISTRATION.. | (a) .The State Committee of
Examiners for Speech Pathology and Audiology is created w1th1n
the State Department of Health The committee con51°ts of nine
mcmbers, app01nted by the governor, to take office on the
effectlve date of thls Act, who have been residents of the State
of Texas for two years immediately precedlng app01ntmont Seven -
members shall have been engaged in renderlng serv1ces, teachlng,-
or research in speech pathology or audlology for at least five
years and shall meet the qualifications for licensure under
Section 10 of this Act.. Of these seven members) three members
shall be audiologists, three members shall be speech - .
pathologists, and one shall be either a speech pathologlst or
audiologist; and except- for the 1n1t1a1 aop01ntees, all seven
shall hold valld licenses under ‘this law. Two shall be ‘public
members, one of whom is a llcensed phy51c1an, board—certified in
otolaryngology, pedlatrlcs, or neurology, the remaining public
member, an 1nterestcd citizen, may not be a llcensee of the
committee or of any board under this lelslon.' The members of °
the committee shall serve until the expiration of the term to

which they have been appointed or until their successors are

i qualified.

(b) The initial appointments shall be determined by lots
as follows: "three members are apoornted for a term whlch expires
January 31, 1977; three members are appointed for a term uhich

exXpires January 31, 1979, and three members are appointed for a

A
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term which expires Jénuary 31, 1981. After theviﬁitial
appointments members are appointed for a term of six years,
expiring on'Jenuary 31 of'odd—numbered years.

(c) The commlttee shall organize annually and select a
chairman who, except for the initial chairman, shall hold a valid
license under this Act, a v1ce—cha1rman, and a secretary—treasurer.
The.initial chairman shall be a person who meets the qualification$
for licensing under this Act.

(@) Five members of the commlttee constltute a quorum to

(e) No person may be appointed to serve more than two

'

consecutive terms. . _ ; . !

(£) The committee shall hold at least one regular
meeting each year at which time an examlnatlon, as deflned in o
Section 12 of thls Act, shall be offered Additional meetings
may be held on the call of the chalrman or at the written request
of any three members of the commlttee.. At least 14 days of S
advance notice of commlttee me tln is req
&B)ec*’\'b‘“ﬂ@ GVQFOJG Lof e wawvusslo/\ & ‘

Sec. 4. DUTIES AND POWERS. (a)A%®he commttee shall
edminister, coordinate, and enforce the provisions of this Act,,
evaluate the qualifications of applicants, and superviee the
examination of applicants. The committee may-issue subpoenas,
examine witnesses, and administer oaths under the state laws

of Texas; and it shall investigate persons engaging in practices
that violate.the provisions of this Act.

(b) The committee shall conduct hcarings and keep rec: s

and minutes neccessary to an orderly dispatch of the administr n

5
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(c) The commlttee shall adopt reasonable rules and _
regulations that establish ethical standards of practice.

(d) A person who holds a 1icen°e to practice'speech .
pathoiogy or audiology in thlS state is governed and controlled
by the rules and regulatlons adopted by the committee. |

(e) - The conferral or enumeration of specific powets

elsewhefe in this Act does not limit the general powers conferred

by thlS sectlon.

"(f) The commlttee shall be represented by the attorney
general and the dlstrlct and county attorneys of this state. )
(g) OfflCGIS and employees directly’ respon51ble for .

handling money pa;d to the committee shall execute a performance

XTIV

bond as required by the committee. The premium for the bond shall

"~ (h) The committee may appoint subcommittees to work under
its jurisdiction. 4 o | |
| ' Sec. 5. coMPENSATION AND PAYMENT OF EXPENSES OF COMMITTEE. !
(a) The committee members receive.no compensation for their
services, but they may receive teimbursement for actual eﬁpenses
incurred in the administration of this Act.

(b) All expenses incurred by the committee in the

admlnlctratlon of the prov151ons of this Act shall be paid by
warrants drawn on the state treaSULy by the comptroller when

vouchers for expenses approved by the committec are submitted to

the comptroller.
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! - Sec. 6.vpMpPLOYEES OF THE COMMITTEE. The State Department of

i .
Health shall provide such administrative and clerical support as is neces-

1

sary to carry out the provisions of this Act."
/

‘Sec. 7. SEAL AND AUTHENTICATION OF RECORDS. The committee ;.

shall adopt a seal by which it shall authentlcate 1ts proceedlngs.

5
6
7 Coples of the proceedlngs, records, and acts of the commlttee, and
8 certlflcates purportlng to relate the facts concernlng the

9

proceedlngs, reco;ds, and acts, signed by the secretary‘and
10 || authenticated by the seal, are prima facie evidence in all courts

11 | of this state. ;

v _ ’ : :
12 o Sec. 8. LICENSING AND REGULATION OF SPEECH PATHOLOGISTS‘ ;

4
[

13 | AND AUDIOLOG IoTu. (a). Licensecs shall bc granted eltbe r in speech!

e
TN LW TR

15 in both areas if he meets the qualifications.

16 | (b) No person may practice or fepresént himsélfzaé'a
17 speech pathologist or audiologiét in this state after December 31,
-i8 1975, unless he.is licensed in accordéncg with.the.proyisions'of

19 this Act. All persons licensed hereunder have the right to and rﬁay engago in-
private ?ractice.

20 Sec. 9. PERSONS AND PRACTICES NOT AFFECTBD This

21' Act does not prevent a qualified person licensed in this state

2o | under qnothcr law, from engaging in the profession for which he

23i is licensed, if he does not hold himself out to be a speech

o) pathologist or audiologist

25 (b) This Act does not prevent or restrict tﬂe activities

26 1 and scrvices and the.usc of an official title by a person holding

27 ; a valid and current certification in speech and hecaring therapy

23 from the Texas Educatlon Agency, l“) -U\e po" s ‘Iﬁ CL POH\OIOS/ O‘Paud‘o'%\(
<epuices a4 a cm\' 0@ 1% dulﬂes \A!'H’\U/\ an GSQV\QV\ \V\SJ( “‘\oh;s(\ OVSO“‘BO+‘M undet’\

,H,\g bumgd\(:{’toﬂ Dp the Texas Ld\—LCCC{'lDA Ac)ev\gy
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of a stuaent or intern pursuing a course of study leadlng to a

! he 1s supervised by a person licensed under this Act,. and that he

is designated by such title as "Speech Pathology Intern," "Speech

(c)‘This Act does not restrict the activities and'services

degree .in speech pathology at a college or university accredlted

by the Southern Association of Colleges and Unlver51t1es or its 3

equivalent, provided that these activities and services constitute

. . o |

a part of his supervised course of study or internship year, that i
. ‘ :

i

#

Pathology Treinee," or other.title clearly"indicating the training
status appropriate to his level of trainiﬁg. | C

(d) This Act does not restrlct activities and services of
a'studcnt or 1ntern in audiology pur uing a course of study
leading to a degree in audiology at a college or university
accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and
Universities or its equivalent, provided that these activities
and services constitute a part of his supervised course of study
or internship year, that he is supervised by a person licens sed
under this Act, and that he is designated by such title as

"Audiology Intern," "Audiology Traince," or other title clearly

indicating the training status appropriate to his level of

[
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training.

-

(e) This Act does not restrict the performance of spcech
pathology or audlology serv1ces in thlo state by a person not a
re51dent of thls state who is not licensed under this Act 1f the

services are performed for no more than five days in a calendar

-year and if the person meets the quallflcatlons and requlrements

for application for licensure under this Act.
| (£) Thls Act does not restrict the use of an off1c1al
title by an 1nd1V1dual teachlng in a unlver51ty or college:
tralnlng program, provided that the person is not engaged in the
practice of speech pathology or audlology and does not superv1se
persons engaged 1n'the practice of speech pathology or audiology.
(g) This act does not permlt a person to perform an act
that would be in v1olat10n of the Mealcal Practice Act of TeAas,
Article 45190, Rev1sed Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925, as amended.
This Act does not permlt a person to provide medical or surgical
diagnosis or treatment of laryngeal or ear dlsorders."-
(h) ThlS Act does not prevent or restrlct a physician or

surgeon from engaging in the Practice of medicine in this state.

This Act does not restrict speech or hearing testing or evaluation

conducted by licensed Physicians and surgeons or by-persons
conductlnc the tests under the direct supcrv1 ion of and in the
office of a physician or surgeon.

(i) This Act does not apply to a person employed by the
Texas State Department of Health in its Programs concerned with
hearing or specech services, so long as he is performing duties
under the jurisdiction of the Texas State Department of Health.

.~
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(3) This Act does not apply to a person who shows evidence
of having received training by thé Texas State Department of
Health in one of the hearing screening training programs conducted
by that agency, provided that all activities performed under this
‘eXCepLion shall be limited to screening of hearing sensitivity.

(k) This‘Act does not license a person to sell hearing-
aids,.as“definéa in Chapter 366, Acts bf the Gist Legislature, 1969,
as amended (Article 4566, Vernon's Annotated CiviI.Statufes of
Texas) unless the pérson has been issUed a license to enéage in the
-selling of hearing aids by the Texas Board‘of.Examineré in_thé
fittihg and Dispensing of Hearing Aids."

(1) This Act does not prevent or restriét'a.péréon licensed

by the Texas Board of Examiners in thé‘Fitting and Dispensing of

dispensing hearing aids, as defined in_Chapter 366,.Acts of>thg 6lst
Legislatufe, 1969, as amended-(Article 4566, Vérnonfs.Annotated
Civil Statutes of Texas)." ) » |

Sec. 10. QUALIFICATIONS OF A_Pé,LICANTS FOR LICENSE.

(a) To 5e eligiblenfof iicéhsing as a-speecﬂ pétﬁoloéis£
or audiologist, an applicant must:

kl) be of good moral character;-

(2) possess at least a master's degree from an accrédited
or approved college or uﬁiversity;

(3) submit transcripts from onec or more colledges or
universities showing that é total of 60 semester hours of academic;
credit have been successfully completed and that thé applicant- i

has obtained no less than the following:

10
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and hearing;

(B) 30 semester hours in courées that provide information
about and training in evaluation and ménagement‘of speech,'
language, and hearing disorders, at least 24 of which are in éourses
in the_professional area for whiéh the'license.isArequested, and at

least 6 semester hours in audiology for the license in speéch

speech pathology or aﬁdioloéy sufficient to bring fhe.épplicaﬁt's
total credit up to 60 hours ang ‘ | -

(D) 30 semester héurs in cdurses that are acceptable
toward a graduate degree by the'coliege or uni&ersify in whiéh_
they are taken, 21 Sf‘which aré‘within the 24 semester hours
required in the:professiohal area for which the licensé is .
requested Or within the six semestér hours required in the other
professional aréa regulated by this Act;

| (4) have completed a minimum of 300 clock hours éf
supervised clinical expcrience with individuals who Present a
variety of communicétion disordcrs, and this exporience must have
been obtained within h;§ training institution or in ore of jitsg
cooperating progrdms;

11
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(5) have obtained the equivalent to-nihe.months.of
full-time supetvised.professional experience in which bona-fiée
clinical work has been accomplished in the major professibnél
area for which the license is being sought, under- the supervision
of a quallfled person acceptable to the commlttce, and must have
begun after completion of the academic and clinical cyper;encee
requ1red by this section.

(b) The committee may make reasonable. changes in the -
qualificatione required for applicants. A change made b& the
coﬁmittec pursuant to the authority of this subsection is not
effective untii_it_has been published by the committee as a
proposcd change for at least two years;

Sec. 11. APPLICATION FOR LICENSE. Each person desiring
a license under.this Act ehali make abplication to the committee
on a forh and in the manner the committee pfescribes._ The
application shall be accompanied by the application fee,iwhich
may not be refunded by the commlttee. | :

Sec.A12. EXAWINATION (a) Each appllcant shall be
eyamlned by the commlttee and shall pay to the committee, at
least 30 days prior to the date of examination, an examlnatlon
fce presdfibed by the committee, which is not refunded. The
examination shall be given at least tyice each year at a time
and place established by and under the supervision of the
committee. . |

(b) The committee may examinec by written or oral

examination or by both. The committec shall maintain a record of

12
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all exémination scores for at least two years after the date-of
examination.

(c) Standards for acceptable performance shall be

determined by the committee.

(d) The committee may examiné'in whatever theoretical or
applied‘fields in speech pathology or audiology it dgems ‘
appropriate. If may examine the candidate with regard to his
profeséional skills and his judgment in‘the utilization df‘speech
pathoiogy or audiology techniques or methods. |

(e) A person whb,fails the examination may be examined at
a subsequent time if he pays another application and_examinatioh

fee. - No applicant who has taken and failed to pass two examination§

may take the examination until that person has presented evidence

. 14)to the committeé qf additional study in the area for which

15
16
17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

licensure is sought.

(f) The committee may waive the examinétion for applicants.
who:

(l) present.proof of currént licensure in another state,
inclﬁding thé District OfAColdmbia,ibr territory of £hé‘Unitéd

States which maintains professional standards considered by the
committee to be equivaient to those set forth in this Act; or

(2) hold the Certificate of Clinical Competence of the
American Specech and Hearing Association in the areca for which a -
license is being sought.

Sec., 13. LICENSING UNDER SPECIAL CONDITIONS. (a) The
committee, on request, shall waive educational, professional

expericnce, and examination requircments for licensure in specoch

13 '. : -
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pathology for applicants who hold a baécalaureate or graduate de-
gree, are fully certifigd by the Texas Education Agency in speecﬁ
and heariﬁg therapy or in the Judgment 6f the cbmmitteelhaVé met
equivalent requirements, and within one year prior to the effective
date of this Act were engaged in theApfactice of speech paﬁhoiogy
on proof of bona fide practice of speech pathology, preSenEed to the
coﬁmittee in the manner prescribed by fhe committee's regulations,

providing they file an épplication for licensure within 90 days fron

the effective date of this Act. Such licenses shall be renewed in

the same manner as licenses granted under other provisions of this
Act.

(b) The committee, on request, shall waive educational,

professional experience, and -examination requirements for licensure

in audiology for ?pplicants who, on phg effegtive date of this act;
hold a baccalaureate or graduate degreelaﬁd have successfully com-—
pleted 21 credit hours of coursework iﬁ audiology, and‘are engaged
in the practice of audiology on proof of bo;a fide practice‘of
audiology presehted to theAcommittee in fhe manner présdribed by tﬁe
Committeé's féguléﬁions,'providing fhey file an épplication for
licensure within 90 days from the effective date of this Act.

(c) The committee may waive the examination and grant
licensure to an applicant who presents proof of current licensure in
another state, including the District of Columbia, or territory of
the United States which maintains professional standards considered
by the committee to be equivalent to those set forth in this Act.

(d) The committee may waive tﬁe examination and grant
sure to an applicant who holds the Ceftificaté of Clinical ‘

14
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1| Competence of the American Speech and Hearing Association or has

2| met equivalent requirements in the area for which a 11cense is

3 sought

4] Sec. 14. ISSUANCE OF LICENSE. (a) The committee shall
5! issue a license to an applicant who meets the requirements of this
6 Act and who pays to the committee the initial license fee.

7 . - (b) A temporary certificate of registration'may~be

8 applled for by a person who fulfllls the requlrements of Section 10
9i0f this Act and who has not previously applled to take the examina-
10 tion orov1ded under Section 12 of this Act.

11} - (c) oOn rece1v1ng an appllcatlon Provided under Subsectlon
12} (b) of this section accompanied by the application fee the

13} committee shall 1ssue a temporary certlflcate of reglstratlon which’
14 entitles the applicant to Practice audlology or. speech pathology
.15 for a period ending eight weeks after the conclusion of the next -
l6|examination given after the date of issue.

17 'Sec.'lS. RENEWAL OF LICENSE. (a) Each llcensed speech
18 pathologlst or audiologist shall annually on or - before January 30
'19 pay to the commlttee a fee for a renewal of “his llcense. A BOrday‘
.20 grace period. shall be allowed after January 30. After exoiration
21]of the grace period, the committee may renew each license after

22 paymeat of a penalty set by the committee. No person who applies
23|for renewal within two years after the date of expiration of the
24|license, may be required to submit to an examination as a condition
25|to renewal.

26 (b) A person who fails to renew his license within two-
27|years after the date of its expirapion may not renew it, and it nay

15
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not be restored, reissued, or reinstated thereaften, but that person
may apply for and obtain a new license if he meets the requiremente
of this Act.

(c) Within three years of the effective’date of this Act,
renewal of a license is contingent on the applicant meetiné uniform
continuing education requirements eeEablished by the committee. .
These continuing education requirenents must be of such'a”natu:é
that they can be met without necessitating an extended absense from.
the licensee;slc0unty of residence. Notice of contlnulng educatlon
requlrements shall be sent to all persons licensed under this Act
at least 12 months prior to the time that the person’s llcense
renewval ie dependent on completion of the requiremente.\-Cdntinuing
education requirements shall be sent to new applican;s with'the
rforms on which they are to apply for licensure. Notification of
changes in contlnllng education requlrements shall be sent to per-
sons licensed under this Act as.least one year prior no the date on
which the new requirements become effective.

(d) A suspended llcense is subJect to explratlon and may '
be renewed as provided in. this Act, but the renewal does not entitle
the licensee, while the license remains suspended and until it is
reinstated, to engage in the licensed activity, or in any other
activity of conduct in violation of the order or judgment by which
the license was suspended. A license revoked on disciplinary

grounds is subject to expiration as provided in this Act, but it

may not be renewed. If it is reinstated after its expiration, the

fee in an amount equal to the renewval fee in effect on the last

16

licensee, as a condition of reinstatement, shall pay a reinstatement .
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preceding regular renewal date before the date on which it is
reinstated, plus the,delinquenqy fee, if any, accrued at the:tinme

of the license revocation. C : |

(e) All licenses expire and become invalid one ‘year from

. !
the date of issuance if not renewed.

Sec. 16. FEES. The amount of fees initially'pnescribed
in connection with a license as a speech pathologlst or audlologlst
shall not exceed the follow1ng'

.(l) Application fee: = $50

(2) Examination fee: $25

(3) 1Initial license fee: $50

(4) Licénse renewal fee: $50

(5) Delinquency fee: $25

(6) TePporary license feet .$15

(7) Dupllcate license fee $lO
The committee shall adjust the amount of the fees so that the Lotal

fees-collected will be sufficient to meet the expenses of

‘administering this Act and so that unnecessary surpluses in the °

ftnd protideﬁ-for"in Section 20 of this Act are avoided.
| Sec. 17. DENTAL, SUSPENSION, AND REVOCATION. (a) The
committee may refuse to issue a license to én applicant or may |
suspend or revoke the license of any licensee for any of the
following causes:
(1) obtaining a license by means of fraud,
misrepresentation, or concealment of material facts;

(2) selling, bartering, or offering to sell or barter a

license or certificate of registration;

17
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(3) wunprofessional conduct that has endangeréd or is
likely to endanéer the health, welfare, or safety of the pubfic, as
defined by fhe rules established by the cémmittee, or vioiétgon
of the code of ethics adopted and published by the committée;

(4) violating any lawfﬁl'order, rule, or regulation -
rendered or adopted by the committee; or . |
(5) violating any pr&visions of this Act.

“(b) The comﬁittee shall deny an appiication for, .or
suspehd or revoke, or impose probationary conditioné on, a licenée
as ordered by the committee in any decision made after hearing as
provided in this Act. One year froﬁ‘ghe date of revOpati&n of

a license under this Act, application may be made to the committee

for reinstatement. The committee shall have discretion to accept

or reject an application for reinstatement and may require an
examination for the reinstatement;

(c) A plea or verdict of guiity ér a convictioﬁ following
a plea of nolo cgntendEre made to.a.charge of a felony or of an
offense involying méral'tugpitUde is deemed to be a convictién'ﬁith-
in the ﬁeaniﬁg of-fhis Aét. Af the‘direction ofvthe cohmittee, the
license may be suépended or revoked, or the committee may decline
to issue a license when the time for appeal of the conviction has
elapsed, or the judgment or conviction has been affirmed on appeal,
or when an order granting probation is made suspending the imposi-
tion of sentence irrespective of a subsequent order allowing a
person to withdraw his plea of ggilty, or setting aside the verdict
of guilty, or dismissing the information or indictment.

Sec. 18. PENALTIES. <(a) A person who violates any of

18
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the provisions qf this Act is guilty of a misdemeanor aﬂd on
conviction may be punished by confinement in the county jail not
exceediné six months, or by a fine not exceeding $1,000, or both.

(b) 1If a bers9n other than a licensed speech paéhologist
or audiologist has engaged in any act or Practice which constitutes
an offense uqdér this Act, a district'court of any county, on
application of the committee, may issue—an injunction or other
appropriate order rgstfaining such cond@ct.

Secf 19, PROCEDﬁRESiFOR DENIAL, REVOCATION, OR SUSPENSION
OF A LICENSE. -(a) A person whose appiication for a license is |
denied is entitled to a hearing before the committee_if he sﬁbmits
a written request ﬁo the committee. | |

(b) Proceedings for revocation or suspension of a license
shall be commenced by filing charges with the commiétee in writing -
and under oath. The charges may be ﬁadé by any person or persons.

(c) fhe chairman of the'coﬁmitfee shall fix a time and
place for a hearing and shall cause a‘writpgn copy of the charges
or feasoﬁ for deqial;oé.a licénsé,.foéether with a potige,of the
time and place fixed for the hearing, to be served on the applicant
requesting the hearing for thé iicensee against whom the charges
have been filed at least 20 days prior fo the date set for the
hearing. Service of charges and noti;e of hearing may bé given by
certified mail to the last known address of the licensee or
applicant.

(d) At the hearing the applicant or licensee has the right
to appear either personally or by counsel, or both, to producé
witnesses, to have subpoenas issued by the committee, and fo Cross-—

19
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1{ examine opposing or adverse witnesses,

(e) The committee is not bound by strict rules of Proce-

3| dure or by the laws of evidence in the conduct of the Proceedings
41 but the determination shall be founded on sufficient legal evidence

5{ to sustain it.

(f) The committee shall determine the charges on their

7| merits and enter an order in a pefméneht'record setting'fbrth the
8| findings of fact .and law and the action ‘taken. A copy of the
9

order of the committee shall be mailed to the applicant or . licensee

- 10jat his last known address by certified mail.

11

16

(g) An individual whose application for a licenée has been

12|/ refused or whose license has been cancelled, revoked, or suspended
13iby the committee'may take an appeal, within 20 days after the order
14jis entered, to any district court ofATravis'County Or to any district

15| court of the county of his residence,.

(h) ° A case reviewed under the provisions of this section

17|proceeds in the district court by trial de novo in the same manner as

an appeal to the county court from the iustice of the peace court.

L}

Huiningy,- (4') In all appeals prosecuted in any
of the Courts of this State pursuant to the provisions of
this Act, such trials shall be de novo as that term is
used and understood in appeals from Justice of the Peace
Courts to County Courts. Vhen such an appeal is filed and
the Court thereby acquires jurisdiction, all administrative
or executive action taken prior thereto shall be null and
void and of no force and effect, and the rights of the
parties thereto shall be determined by the Court upon a
trial of the mattersin controversy under rules governing the
trial of other civil suits in the Same manner and to the
same extent as though the matter had been committed to
the Courts in the first instance and there had been no
intervening administrative or executive action or decision,
Under no circumstances shall the substantial evidence
rule as interpreted and applied by the Courts of Texas
in other cases ever be used or applied to appeals
prosecuted under the provisions of this Act. /

~2»0_'



Sec. 20. DISPOSITION OF FUNDS RECEIVED. (a) All funds-.
received by the committee under this act shall be paid to the
secretary-treasurer of the committee. All money shall be deposited

in the state treasury in a separate fund to be known as the speech

‘|pathology and audiology fund.

(b) All expenses for the administration of the Act shall

|be paid from fees collected by the committee under this Act and

fees paid to the speech pathology and audiology fund are allocated
to the committee for that purpose.

(c) Funds shall be appropriated to the committee for the

implementation of this Act, said funds coming from general séate
funds for the first year.

Sec. 21. REVENUE. The committee sﬁall report to the
- state comptroller at the beginning of each month thé amount and
. gaurce of all revenue recéived by it during the preceeding month,
and at that time shall pay the entire amount theréof into the
. speech paﬁholog§ and audiology fund. |
Sec. 22Z. EXEMPTIONS FROM THE BASICASCIENCE LAW. The
- pravisions for Chapter 95, Acts of the 51lst Legislature, kegular
‘Sessioa, 1949, as aménded (Article 4590c¢, Vernon's,Texaﬁ Civil
‘Statut;s), do not apply to audiologists or speech patholbgiéts
duly qualified and licensed under this Act who &onfiné their
activity‘to the areas specified in this Act.
! ~ Sec. 23.

\

1, 1975.
and the crowded condition of the calendars in both houses éfeate

tional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in

each house be suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended.

-2\~

EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act is effective September
Sec. 24. EMERGENCY. The importance of this. legislation

an emergeﬁcy and an imperative public néecessity that the constitu-




Constitutional Rule requiring bills to be read on three several days
suspended (failed to suspend) by a four-fifths vote of yeas,

H.B. No. \E;JZ;Z—’ By 8.

) A BILL TO BE ENTITLED nays, and present and not voting.
- ‘ AN ACT .
} . . . . . 9. Read third time (amended) and finall assed by following vote:
i relating to the licensing and regulation of speech pathologists and (Non-record vote) (Record Vote of v.p easy navs
. y audiologists; providing penalties; and declaring an emergency. i _ yeas, 193
(I present and not voting.
»(.‘ ,
s ‘ . . 10. Caption ordered amended to conform to body of bill.
3 . 1 ' 111. Motion to reconsider and table the vote by which H.B. was
i ' ’ ’ finally passed prevailed (failed) by a (Non-record Vote) (Record Vote
Pk ’ of yeas, nays, and present and not voting).
i
b 1an 991975 1. Filed with the Chief Clerk of the House. ‘
“T - S
bowm=re A, . -
e - JAN 3 O 1975 2. Re ir e dId Referred to Committee on Chief Clerk of the House
. v
— ,‘ 12. Sent to Engrossing Clerk

, /n] |
. \ ) a I / 7§ 3. Fiscal note requested from Legislative Budget Board by%._
d &)

1 13. Engrossed.

: PR 5§ 375

4. Reported favorably (uefeweseddy) (as amended) and sént to Printer
.k ! . L 10 ) M. Engrossing Clerk of the House
‘ ‘L” i\ 2 9 ‘3/3

14. Returned to Calendar Clerk

5. Printed, distributed by Calendar Clerk and sent to Committee on

‘ Qe dars  3:us 2.

15. Sent to Senate.

| 6. Read second time (amended) and ordered engrossed by (Non-record

‘ vote) (Record Vote of yeas, nays, present and
' not voting).

{

I

! 7. Motion to reconsider the vote by which H. B. was ordered
!

engrossed and to table the motion to reconsider prevailed {failed) by

{Non-record vote) (Record Vote of yeas, nays, and

1 »
. * present and not voting).




OTHER ACTION:

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

Received from the House

Read, referred to Committee on

Reported favorably

Reported adversely, with favorable Committee Substitute; Committee
Substitute read first time.

Ordered not printed.
Regular order of business suspended by

(a viva voce vote.
( yeas, nays.

To permit consideration, reading and passage, Senate and

Constitutional Rules suspended by vote of yeas, nays.
Read second time passed to third reading by:

(a viva voce vote.

( yeas, nays.

Caption ordered amended to conform to body of bill.

Senate and Constitutional 3-Day Rules suspended by vote of
yeas, nays to place bill on third reading and final passage.

Read third time and passed by )
(a viva voce vote.

( yeas, nays.

OTHER ACTION:

Secretary of the Senate

27. Returned to the House.

28. Received from the Senate (with amendments).
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